Histories of People and Landscape
Essays on the Sheffield region in memory of David Hey.

David Hey (1938-2016) was one of the leading
local and regional historians of our age and the
author of a number of highly regarded books on
the practice of local history.

Covering a wide range of subjects and periods,
they include accounts of the early English
steel industry, Sheffield cutlers, Lord William
Cavendish's canny use of his stepson's

Histories of People

wardship, the lost woodlands of the Peak
District, First World War food production in
Derbyshire, south Yorkshire deer parks and a
brief history of Little Londons.

His work on surnames was pioneering and he & L d

was amongst the first to identify the potential of ang .an Scape
DNAin historical studies.

In this collection of essays in David's memory,
friends and coll his in academic local history: Melvyn
to the landscape, economy and society of south Jones, Richard Hoyle, Peter Edwards, Dorian
Yorkshire — especially Sheffield — and Derbyshire,  Gerhold, lan D. Rotherham, John Beckett, Alan
which together make up ‘Hey country', the area  Groshy, Nicola Verdon, John Broad and George
in which he grew up and to which he retumedto  Redmonds. A tribute to David Hey by Charles
work. Phythian-Adams opens the volume.

The contributors are some of the key

This lively volume will be of interest to anyone
who shares David Hey's curiosity for the
people, economies and landscapes of the part
of England he made his focus.

Richard Hoyle is Visiting Professor of
Economic History at Reading, having
previously been Professor of History at the
University of Central Lancashire (1998-2000),
Professor of Rural History at the University

of Reading (2000-2014), and Professor of
Local and Regional History at the University of
London (2014-16).

Atthe same time the essays will prove to be
of interest to all those concerned with the
workings of English local society and economy.
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Studies of child labour have examined the
experiences of child workers in agriculture,
mining and textile mills, yet surprisingly litlle
research has focused on child labour in
manufacturing towns.

In view of the economic benefit of children’s
labour to families as well as employers, both
children’s education and health could and did
suffer. As well as working at harmful processes
that produced dangerous fumes and dust

or exposed them to poisonous substances,
children also suffered injuries in the workplace,
mainly to the head, eyes and fingers, and
were often subjected to ll-treatment from adult
workers.

This book investigates the extent and nature

of child labour in Birmingham and the West
Midlands, from the mid-eighteenth century to the
end of the nineteenth century.

Child labour in the region was not a short-
lived stage of the early Industrial Revolution
but an integral part of industry throughout the
nineteenth century. Parents regarded their
children as potentially valuable contributors to
the family economy, encouraging families to
migrate from rural areas so that their children Mary Nejedly's clear-eyed research sheds fresh
could work from an early age in the manufacture  light on the life of working children and increases
of pins, nails, buttons, glass, locks and guns as~~ our knowledge of an important aspect of social
well as tin-plating, carpet-weaving, brass-casting and economic history.

and other industries.

Attitudes towards childhood changed over

the course of the period, however, with a
greater emphasis being placed on the role of
education for all children as a means of reducing
pauperism and dependence on the poor rate.

The demand for young workers in Birmingham
was greater than that for adults; in Mary
Nejedly’s detailed analysis the importance

of children's eamings to the family economy
becomes clear, as well as the role played by
child workers in industrialisation itself.

Mary Nejedly is a research associate at

the Centre for West Midlands History at the
University of Birmingham and also has a PhD
from the University of Birmingham.
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